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FROM  THE  DECISION  OF 


Court  of  Inquiry,  No.  1 


ADDRESSED  TO  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

BY 


Lieut.  FOXHALL  A.  PARKER. 


To  James  Buchanan,  President  of  the  United 

States. 


Sir: — In  accordance  with  the  “judgment”  of  the  late 
Naval  Board,  I  was  placed  upon  the  “  Reserved  List  of  the 
Navy,  on  furlough  pay.”  Feeling  deeply  the  injustice  done 
me,  I  appeared  before  one  of  the  Courts  of  Inquiry,  lately 
convened ;  but  that  Court  has  advised  that  I  be  retained  in 
my  present  position :  and  the  reasons  which  apparently  in¬ 
duced  this  conclusion,  being  stated  in  their  “  opinion,”  I  beg 
leave  to  offer  a  brief  word  of  comment  upon  them. 

First. — The  Court,  after  admitting  that  my  “  mental  and 
professional  qualifications  are  of  a  very  high  order,”  and 
that  I  am  “physically  fit,”  remark:  “It  further  appears 
that  Lieut.  Parker  has  been  addicted  to  intemperance.” 

This  nowhere  appears.  On  the  contrary,  almost  every  page 
of  the  record  shows  that  my  habit  was  ever  one  of  abstem¬ 
iousness  ;  even  Lieut.  Bennett,  one  of  the  chief  witnesses 
against  me,  admitting  “  that  an  excess  of  any  hind  was  a  de¬ 
parture  from  my  usual  custom .”  (Record,  p.  33.) 

Secondly. — “  On  several  occasions,  when  in  responsible 
official  positions,  he  became  very  much  intoxicated,  and 
violated  in  the  grossest  manner,  military  discipline  and 
propriety.” 

The  record  contains  but  two,  not  “  several .”  instances  of 
intoxication,  “when  in  responsible  official  positions,”  wherein 
military  discipline  and  propriety  were  indeed  violated,  (I 
admit,)  by  the  mere  fact  of  my  being  intoxicated,  under 
such  vimstances ;  but  not  otherwise ,  as  the  extravagant 
la1"  of  the  finding  would  seem  to  insinuate. 

/- — “  It  also  appears  that  one  of  these  occasions  of 
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dereliction  was  overlooked,  upon  kis  giving  his  solemn 
pledge  to  refrain  for  the  future.7’ 

Relying  too  implicitly,  it  would  seem,  upon  the  mere  sur¬ 
mise  of  Commander  T.  T.  Hunter,  who  says,  “  he  gave  me 
a  written  pledge  on  his  word  never  to  drink  again,  and  on 
this  I  think  (!)  it  was  that  the  charges  were  entirely  sus¬ 
pended  (p.  24,)  the  Court  have  here  been  led  into  a  grave 
error;  for  my  offence,  instead  of  being  “ overlooked ,”  was 
punished  by  one  month's  suspension ,  (p.  120) ;  and  I  have  the 
authority  of  Captain  Wm.  Inman,  the  Commander  of  the 
Susquehanna,  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  alluded  to,  for 
stating  to  your  Excellency,  that  neither  he  nor  Commodore 
Aulick ,  in  restoring  me  to  duty ,  after  I  had  been  suspended , 
were  influenced,  in  the  remotest  degree ,  by  the  pledge  of  which 
Commander  Hunter  speaks.  In  this  connection,  I  would 
remark  that  I  took  no  notice  of  Commander  Hunter’s 
opinion  on  this  point,  during  my  trial,  because  I  did  not 
consider  it  at  all  pertinent  to  the  inquiry ,  but  since  the  Court 
seem  to  have  considered  it  of  such  vital  importance,  it 
strikes  me  as  somewhat  singular,  that  not  one  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  should  have  thought  of  putting  a  question  in  relation 
to  it,  to  Commodore  Aulick,  who,  in  his  examination  (in 
which,  by  his  oath,  he  was  required  to  tell  “  the  whole 
truth ,”)  makes  no  mention  of  any  pledge ,  either  voluntary  or 
exacted. 

Lastly. — “  He  broke  this  pledge  and  committed  himself 
more  deeply.” 

I  have  never  denied  giving  to  Commander  Hunter,  in 
the  Susquehanna,  a  written  promise  not  to  drink,  but  it  was 
not  to  drink  again  while  attached  to  that  vessel.  This  promise 
was  purely  personal,  having  no  connection  whatever  with  our 
official  relations ,  and  I  deny  that  it  was  ever  broken,  in  any 
just  and  proper  sensq  of  its  obligation.  For  the  last  two 
months  of  my  stay  in  China,  I  suffered  with  diarrhoea,  a 
disease  incident  to  that  climate.  For  a  part  of  this  time  I 
was  forced  to  go  on  the  sick  list,  (pp.  183,  134,)  and  during 
the  whole  of  it  was  drugged  with  opium  until  my  whole 
nervous  system  was  deranged.  On  one  occasion,  while  on 
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shore,  I  was  attacked  with  a  sudden  paroxysm  of  pain,  and 
was  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  brandy  and  laudanum 
for  relief.  I  myself  disclosed  the  fact  t )  Commanders  Godon 
and  Hunter,  whose  testimony  is  now  used  to  my  prejudice. 
The  former  alleges  that  “I  told  him  I  had  drank  something 
ashore.”  (p.  85.)  The  latter,  after  stating  that  I  had  re¬ 
frained  from  drinking  entirely  from  the  time  of  giving  the 
pledge  until  some  time  after  our  arrival  in  China  (an  inter¬ 
val  of  fifteen  months)  says:  “  I  should  not  have  noticed  his 
condition  if  he  himself  had  not  referred  to  it.”  (p.  25.)  Yet 
these  are  the  circumstances  relied  on  by  the  Court,  not  only 
to  establish  the  fact  of  intoxication,  but  to  affix  a  stigma  to 
my  name,  for  the  violation  of  a  pledge,  as  odious  as  it  is 
unfounded. 

If  it  be  supposed  that  the  imputed  violation  of  a  pledge 
relates  to  the  occurrence,  at  a  later  period,  on  board  the 
“  Plymouth,”  I  have  only  to  reply  that  when  I  joined  the 
Plymouth,  that  pledge  was  no  longer  in  existence,  it  having 
been  returned  to  me  before  I  left  the  Susquehanna  by  Com¬ 
mander  Hunter,  and  destroyed  in  his  state-room ,  in  his  pre¬ 
sence .  It  is  true,  the  fact  of  intoxication  remains ;  but  when 
the  circumstance  of  my  being,  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence, 
under  the  influence  of  opium,  administered  for  diarrhoea, 
(p.  134,)  and  of  the  peculiarity  of  my  constitution,  (pp.  107, 
108,)  (as  testified  to  by  Drs.  Smith  and  Goddard,  two  of  the 
most  eminent  practitioners  of  Philadelphia,)  is  duly  con¬ 
sidered,  I  humbly  submit  that  it  was  not  of  so  serious  a 
nature  as  to  have  justified  the  extreme  measures  resorted 
to  by  Commander  Kelly  against  me ;  yet,  worn  out  with 
disease,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of  reasoning  clearly,  mortified 
and  dejected,  I  hastily  resigned.  Finding,  however,  upon 
my  arrival  in  the  United  States,  that,  at  the  instance  of 
Commodore  Paulding,  under  whom  I  had  twice  served,  my 
resignation  had  not  been  accepted,  I  hastened  to  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  laid  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  without  any  reservation 
whatever,  before  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
from  whom  I  shortly  afterward  received  the  communica¬ 
tion,  (p.  100,)  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 
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Navy  Department,  March  21st,  1853. 

Sir  The  Department  has  had  under  consideration  your 
letter  of  the  13th  inst.,  and  its  enclosures.  In  consideration 
of  the  pain  and  anxiety  which  it  believes  that  you  have 
suffered,  in  consequence  of  your  error,  and  relying  upon 
your  promise  to  make  “  the  future  atone  for  the  past,’’  it 
will  proceed  no  further  against  }Tou  on  account  of  the 
occurrences  on  board  of  the  “Plymouth.”  You  will, 
therefore,  consider  yourself  as  waiting  the  orders  of  the 
Department. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Dobbin. 

I  have  made  these  brief  comments  upon  the  finding  of 
the  Court,  as  due  alone  to  my  personal  character,  and  not 
because  I  conceived  them  necessary  to  expose  the  injustice 
of  their  “  recommendation.”  If  six  or  seven  years  ago,  I 
did,  as  I  have  never  denied,  fall  into  an  occasional  violation 
of  the  law,  I  should,  perhaps,  have  had  no  right  to  com¬ 
plain,  if  its  penalties  had  then  been  enforced.  Charged 
with  the  offence,  I  should,  at  least,  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  show  any  matter  of  excuse  or  extenuation,  and  I  should 
have  submitted  to  any  punishment  the  act  might  seem  to 
demand.  But  I  should  then  have  been  on  trial  for  the 
specific  acts  alleged  against  me ,  and  I  could  have  been  sub¬ 
ject  to  no  other  penalties  than  those  provided  in  the  law.  I 
could  not  truly  or  justly  have  been  charged  with  being 
incapable  of  performing  all  my  duties  promptly  and  efficiently  ; 
and  I  could  not,  for  such  a  reason,  have  been  dismissed 
from  active  service  in  the  Navy.  Yet  for  such  a  sentence 
there  would  have  been  far  more  excuse  then  than  now.  The 
future  could  not  then  be  known,  and  there  might  be  appre¬ 
hension  that  a  few  isolated  acts  of  intoxication  might  be 
repeated,  until  they  grew  into  a  seated  habit  of  intemperance. 
But  when  the  course  of  many  years  disclosed  a  rigid  and 
uninterrupted  abstemiousness,  and  an  unexceptionable  perf  or m- 

ance  of  every  duty ;  when  the  lapse  of  time  had,  even  under 
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the  law,  interposed  a  bar  to  any  accusation  founded  upon 
the  acts  for  which  I  might  originally  have  been  called  in 
question,  I  submit  that  it  was  most  unjust  to  make  these 
acts  the  occasion  and  the  justification  for  the  assertion  that 
I  am  now,  or  that  I  was  at  the  time  of  the  session  of  the 
Naval  Board  and  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  or  that,  since  I 
entered  the  Navy,  I  ever  was  incapable  of  performing  any  of 
my  appropriate  duties. 

Since  the  day  I  received  Secretary  Dobbin’s  letter  of 
March,  1853,  relieving  me  of  all  liability  for  the  acts  ivhich  the 
Naval  Board  and  the  Court  of  Inquiry  have ,  nevertheless , 
undertaken  to  punish  by  a  dismissal  or  furlough ,  from  the 
active  service  of  the  Navy;  since  I  promised  “to  make  the 
future  atone  for  the  past,”  no  man  has  alleged,  and  no  man 
can  truly  allege  anything  against  my  conduct  or  my 
character. 

A  few  weeks  after  my  interview  with  Mr.  Dobbin,  I  was 
detailed  for  duty  in  the  Coast  survey,  in  the  performance 
of  which  I  continued,  as  First-lieutenant  of  the  Steamers 
Corwin  and  Bibb,  until  the  27th  of  September,  1855,  when 
I  received  a  notification  of  my  being  furloughed  by  the 
“  Naval  Board.”  During  this  term  of  service,  and  up  to 
the  very  day  of  my  trial — a  period  of  four  years  and  two 
months — it  was  proved  by  the  concurrent  evidence  of  the 
Bev.  Dr.  Dorr,  Commander  Stellwagen,  Lieuts.  Huger  and 
Breese,  Purser  Watson,  Mr.  Ferdinand  Coxe  and  Dr. 
Dungan,  (pp.  71,  73,  78,  80,  94,  103,  106,)  there  being  no 
opposing  witnesses ,  that  my  public  and  private  life  had  been 
most  irreproachable.  And  when  I  recall  to  mind  the  fact 
that  I  have  seen  more  service  afloat  than  two  of  the  captains  and 
eight  of  the  commanders  on  the  active  list ,  (Navy  Begister, 
pages  21,  25,  27,  49,)  and  have  twice  periled  my  life  for  the 
honor  of  my  corps  and  country,  (Becord,  pages  131, 132,)  I 
cannot  but  think  myself  entitled  to  some  more  appropriate 
position  in  that  country’s  service  than  the  “  Furloughed  List” 
of  the  Navy.  I  therefore,  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Court 
to  your  Excellency,  and  by  the  memory  of  the  father,  whose 
honored  name  I  bear,  and  whose  wrongs  you  were  most 
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anxious  to  redress,  I  call  upon  you  to  vindicate  my  honor, 
so  wantonly  assailed,  lest,  like  that  father ,  with  a  grief  at  the 
heart  that  can  never  he  assuaged ,  I  too ,  go  down  u  with  sorrow 
to  the  grave.”  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  Excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 

Lieut.  U.  S.  N. 


♦  — •- 


Appendix. 


Sir  : 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  during  the  period  you 
were  under  my  command  on  board  the  U.  S.  Frigate  Mace¬ 
donian,  your  deportment  was  correct  and  proper.  I  wish 
you  a  successful  examination. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

(Signed)  JAMES  ARMSTRONG. 

Mid’n  F.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Midn.  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  having  been  under  my  com¬ 
mand  and  conducted  himself  with  propriety,  I  am  enabled 
to  give  this  certificate,  which  I  hope  will  be  as  advantageous 
to  him  as  I  desire  it  may  be. 

(Signed)  L.  WARRINGTON. 

Washington,  May  17 th,  1843. 

My  Young  Friend  : 

You  have  above  a  certificate  which  I  intended  to  have 
sent  long  ago,  but  omitted  in  the  pursuit  of  my  daily  busi¬ 
ness.  Wishing  you  success,  and  anticipating  the  pleasure 
your  father  will  receive  on  hearing  that  you  have  passed, 
I  am, 

Your  friend  and  well  wisher, 

(Signed)  L.  WARRINGTON. 

Mid’n  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 


Huntingdon ,  L.  /.,  Aug.  28 th,  1841. 

My  Dear  Sir  : 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  inst.  has  but  just  reached  me, 
having  remained  at  Brooklyn  for  some  days  before  it  was 
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forwarded.  It  gives  me  unusual  pleasure  to  reply  to  your 
request  that  I  will  bear  testimony  of  your  conduct  whilst 
serving  under  my  command  in  the  Levant. 

As  a  gentleman  and  an  officer,  your  conduct  was  always 
unexceptionable,  your  character  of  the  highest  order,  and  I 
have  remarked  repeatedly  in  conversation,  the  gratification 
it  would  afford  your  parents  to  be  informed  of  your  excel- 
ent  and  manly  character.  I  remain  with  very  great  regard, 
and  every  wish  for  your  prosperity, 

Your  friend, 

(Signed)  H.  PAULDING,  Commander. 


U.  S.  Ship  Levant ,  Norfolk ,  Dec.  15 th,  1840. 

Sir  : 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  your  conduct 
while  under  my  command  in  the  11  Levant”  has  merited  my 
entire  approbation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  0.  SMOOT,  Commander. 


Navy  Yard ,  Gosport ,  Liz.,  Jan.  ls£,  1848. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  to  the  Board  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  Midshipmen,  that  the  conduct  of  Mid’n  Foxhall  A. 
Parker,  while  serving  in  the  West  India  Squadron,  under 
my  command,  was  such  as  to  merit  my  approbation.  Mr. 
Parker  was  noted  for  his  attention  to  and  proficiency  in  his 
mathematical  studies.  Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  WM.  BRANFORD  SHUBRICK. 
To  the  Board  of  Captains  for  the  examination  of  Mid’n. 


U.  S.  S.  Ohio ,  Boston ,  October  3d,  1842. 

To  the  Board  of  Examiners — Gentlemen  : 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  state 
that  the  conduct  of  Midshipman  F.  A.  Parker,  Jr.,  while  on 
board  this  ship  and  on  board  the  IT.  S.  S.  “  Columbus,”  has 
merited  my  entire  approbation.  I  have  found  him  prompt, 
active  and  intelligent,  of  gentlemanly  deportment,  and,  as  I 
trust  he  may  prove  upon  examination,  a  young  officer  of 
much  promise.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  G.  F.  PEARSON,  Co mmander. 


Philadelphia,  Dec.  1  Oth,  1855. 


Dear  Sir  : 

Suffering  from  severe  pain  ever  since  I  last  saw  you,  has 
prevented  my  fulfilling  my  promise  of  writing  to  you  until 
the  present  time.  You  desire  to  obtain  my  opinion  of  your 
conduct  whilst  under  my  command  as  Passed  Midshipman, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  in 
stating,  that  for  a  period  of  quite  fifteen  months,  during 
which  }^ou  served  in  the  same  ship  with  me,  and  which  gave 
me  an  opportunity  of  observing  it  more  closely,  your  conduct 
was  correct  and  entirely  becoming  an  officer  of  your  grade, 
and  such  as  to  give  you  a  high  standing  in  the  class  to 
which  you  belonged.  Respectfully, 

(Signed)  D.  -CONNOR. 

Lieut.  F.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  N. 


January  25th,  1853. 

Lieut.  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  served  under  my 
command  in  the  years  1844  and  1845,  on  board  the  IT.  S. 
Steamer  Michigan  as  Master  and  Watch  Officer,  when  by 
his  invariably  correct  deportment  as  an  intelligent  officer 
and  gentleman,  he  deserved  my  approbation  and  regard. 

(Signed)  WM.  INMAN,  Captain  U.  S.  A. 


U.  S.  Brig  Dolphin , 

Norfolk ,  Ya.,  March  1 5th,  1853. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  give  my  testimony  to  the 
good  conduct  of  Lieut.  F.  A.  Parker,  of  the  United  States 
Navy. 

Mr.  Parker  served  under  my  command  as  Master  and 
Executive  Officer  on  board  the  U.  S.  Schooner  “  On-ka-hy-e,” 
for  a  period  of  twelve  months,  and  during  the  whole  of  the 
time,  was  unexceptionable  in  his  deportment  in  every  re¬ 
spect.  His  moral  character  was  entirely  without  blemish, 
strictly  temperate  and  performing  all  his  duties  to  my  entire 

oof  i  o -f* q  o  P  i 

(Signed)  O.  H.  BERRYMAN,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Brig  Dolphin. 


Cambridge ,  January  31ty  1853. 

Tt  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Foxhall  A.  Parker,  while  under  my  command  in  the  Coast 
Survey,  was  strictly  correct,  and  that  his  deportment  was 
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such  as  to  inspire  me  with  respect  for  his  character,  and 
hopes  for  his  future  usefulness  in  the  service. 

(Signed)  CHAS  HENRY  DAVIS,  Lieut. 


U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence , 

Bay  of  Naples,  May  12th,  1850. 

Sib: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  April  13th,  enclosing  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Draper,  our  Consul,  at  Elavre,  and  the  translation  of  the 
letter  of  Capt.  Barbotte  of  the  French  Ship  ‘  Avenir.’ 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  St.  Lawrence  are  highly 
gratified  with  the  approbation  the  Department  is  pleased  to 
express. 

I  beg  leave  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  testify  to 
the  promptitude  and  intelligence  with  which  Acting-Master 
Foxhall  A.  Parker,  Jr.,  who  had  charge  of  the  boats,  per¬ 
formed  the  service  in  question,  and  to  say  that  on  all  occa¬ 
sions  of  duty,  this  gentleman’s  zeal  and  high  standard  of 
professional  character,  are  apparent.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  PAULDINGr,  Capt.  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  W.  B.  Preston,  Sec.  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Bibb,  Boston,  Sept.  28 th,  1855. 

Deab  Sir  : 

Our  approaching  separation,  after  an  association  of  three 
seasons  on  the  duty  of  the  Coast  Survey,  fills  me  with  regret, 
and  I  beg  to  tender  you  my  thanks  for  the  cheerful  manner 
in  which  you  have  always  aided  me. 

The  skill,  attention,  and  ability  you  have  displayed  in 
your  professional  duties,  have  commanded  the  admiration 
of  all. 

The  kindly  warmth  of  manner,  gentlemanly  deportment 
in  our  social  life,  with  your  moral  deportment  and  high 
sense  of  honor,  have  gained  you  the  esteem  and  regard  of 
all  of  us  with  whom  you  have  been  so  long  associated. 
Wishing  you  health,  happiness,  and  every  prosperity, 

I  remain  yours,  sincerely, 

(Signed)  H.  S.  STBLLWAGEN, 

Lieut.  Commanding  TJ.  S.  N,  Assistant  Coast  Survey. 

Lieut.  F.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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U.  S.  Coast  Survey  Steamer  Bibb. 
Dear  Sir:  Boston  Navy  Yard ,  Sept.  27 tip  1855. 

It  is  with  very  great  regret  and  surprise  that  we  iearn 
that,  by  the  action  of  the  late  Naval  Board,  you  have  been 
placed  upon  the  “  Furlough  List”  of  the  Navy. 

As  our  late  Executive  Officer  and  messmate  so  highly 
esteemed,  we  cannot  help  testifying  to  you  on  leaving,  that 
by  your  unexceptionable  conduct,  and  high  qualities,  you 
have  won  our  lasting  esteem  and  admiration.  Your  loss  to 
us  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  have  been  severely 
felt ;  but  under  the  present,  is  extremely  painful,  and  we 
feel  assured  that  your  merits  which  have  won,  deservedly, 
for  you,  so  high  a  place  in  the  estimation  of  your  friends 
and  acquaintances,  must  at  anytime  enable  .you  to  gain 
that  distinction  in  any  other  profession,  which  at  present 
seems  withheld  from  you  in  the  Navy. 

Believe  us,  Mr.  Parker,  in  thus  poorly  expressing  our¬ 
selves,  that  we  shall  always  hear  of  your  future  success  with 
great  interest,  and  that  to  be  associated  with  you  again  on 
duty,  will  be  the  constant  wish  of 

Your  obedient  servants  and  friends, 

(Signed)  JOHN  S.  WALKER,  Acting  Master. 

R.  R.  BREESE,  Passed- Midshipman. 

GEO.  T.  MORRISON,  Midshipman. 

EDWARD  CORDELL,  Draftsman. 

JAMES  M.  ADAMS,  ls£  AssH  Engineer. 

WM.  H.  HUNT,  3 d  AssH  Engineer. 


Flag  Ship  Potomac , 

New  York ,  Oct.  V5th,  1855. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — Your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  was  received 
yesterday  on  my  arrival  here,  and  claims  my  sympathy  and 
kind  consideration. 

I  with  great  pleasure  testifv  to  your  skill  and  high  pro¬ 
fessional  intelligence  whilst  serving  under  my  command  in 
the  Frigate  St.  Lawrence  (as  Sailing  Master)  on  the  north 
coast  of  Europe  and  elsewhere,  during  the  cruise,  and  that 
I  received  all  the  aid  and  assistance  from  you  that  could 
have  been  looked  for  in  your  station,  and  that  I  never  had 
a  more  zealous  young  officer  under  my  command. 

That  you  may  be  successful  in  your  new  pursuit,  is  my 
sincere  wish.  Believe  me,  in  haste, 

Yery  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  H.  PAULDING. 

Lieut.  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  Philadelphia. 
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Senate  Chamber ,  August  11  th,  1856. 

To  the  President — Sir :  The  discharge  of  tire  delicate 
and  responsible  duties  devolved  upon  the  officers  composing 
the  Naval  Board  under  the  Naval  Reform  Act,  and  which 
has  resulted  in  so  great  an  improvement  to  the  Naval  Ser¬ 
vice,  produced  some  few  changes  with  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  which,  upon  mature  consideration,  I  do  not 
concur,  and  which  I  think  the  Board,  or,  at  least,  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  it,  would  cheerfully  see  corrected.  The  officers  of 
that  Board  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  country  for  the 
fearless  and  honorable  discharge  of  their  duties ;  but  of  the 
few  cases  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  in  which  the 
remedy  is  clearly  within  your  power,  viz.:  a  renomination 
for  his  former  position  with  its  acquired  rank  may  be  exer¬ 
cised  to  the  advantage  of  the  service.  I  refer  to  that  of 
Lieut.  Parker,  whose  papers  are  herewith  enclosed.  In  his 
case  I  infer,  without  any  information,  however,  from  the 
Board,  that  in  the  deliberations  upon  his  case,  a  solitary 
exception  to  the  general  rule  of  his  military  career  was 
taken  rather  as  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  than  the  exception. 
I  say  this  from  no  idle  impression.  I  have  known  Mr. 
Parker  many  years,  and  I  have  sailed  with  him  in  a  na¬ 
tional  vessel,  in  which  he  served  as  lieutenant.  He  is 
regarded  by  our  officers  as  a  good  seaman,  and  to  the  en¬ 
closed  papers  I  refer  as  the  best  evidence  of  his  efficiency. 
I  regard  him  as  a  man  of  high  character,  and  I  know  that 
he  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  men  in  any  military 
service,  and  that  his  attainments  do  credit  to  the  Navy.  In 
speaking  of  him,  therefore,  and  expressing  a  hope  that 
Mr.  Parker  may  be  restored  to  his  former  position,  I  not 
only  do  so  with  a  full  knowledge  of  his  character  and  fit¬ 
ness,  but  with  an  earnest  desire  to  preserve  all  the  beneficial 
results  of  the  Board’s  action. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

(Signed)  S.  R.  MALLORY. 

Mr.  Parker  of  course  desires  that  a  thorough  enquiry 
shall  be  made  into  his  character,  conduct  and  fitness,  before 
such  restoration. 


